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A Thevaluesct RECENT TRIP to Iowa’s Anamosa State Penitentiary Museum yielded 

Anamosa State much information on life within its walls, including the prison token 

Penitentiary system, which has been around for many years. Anamosa inmates, 

— cae like those serving time in many other penal institutions, routinely exchange 
Actual Size: 23.¢mm this substitute currency. 
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THOMAS 
JEFFERSON. 
ALS, as President, 
1 page, 4to, 
Washington, 
Nov.22, (18)03. 

To John Milledge, 
Governor of 
Georgia. 
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A SPECTACULAR LETTER directly 
mentioning the Louisiana Purchase 
and what it meant relating to the 
removal of Native Americans from 
Georgia lands. Full transcript 
available to interested parties. 


Oo Whhebe 


Milledge had been an early supporter of the Revolution in Georgia. He was one of the party led by 
Joseph Habersham, who on June 17, 1775, entered the dwelling of the governor, Sir James Wright 
and took him prisoner, making this the first bold Revolutionary act in the Colony. He became 
Governor of Georgia in 1802. At the time of the Louisiana Purchase, Milledge and the legislature 
agreed to cede large tracts of State land, mostly in the western parts, to the U.S.Government with 
the proviso that all the Indians would be removed from the State. The Creek and Cherokee Indians 
fought this up to the Supreme Court who ruled they were not really citizens and could not challenge 


the decree. By a special act of the Legislature, the town of Milledgeville was named in his honor. 
Ex-collections Dr. A. S. W. Rosenbach, John F. Fleming. 


A PORTION OF THE SALE OF THIS LETTER WILL BE DONATED TO FLOOD RELIEF IN NEW ORLEANS. 
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Actual Size: 27.8mm 


A No longer cur- 
rent at Anamosa, 
aluminum and 
brass “show to- 
kens” once paid 
for an inmate's 
movie admission. 


Vv Older brass 
commissary 
tokens were 
“good for” 15 or 
25 cents in trade. 
Actual Size: 25.4mm 


Actual Size: 28.6mm 


Actual Size: 38.1mm 


up to $100. Leftover funds can be used to pur- 
chase prison tokens. Upon their release from 
Anamosa State Penitentiary, each prisoner re- 
ceives the proceeds of his personal account, in- 
cluding the token value, in U.S. currency. 
Historically, Anamosa tokens have been used 
for two general purposes: to purchase commis- 
sary items (“pop tokens”) and to pay for movies 
(“show tokens”). Currently, tokens are ex- 
changed only for commissary items. To obtain 
the tokens, prisoners fill out a “Store Order/ 
Inmate’s Check against Personal Account,” 
which also can be used to obtain stamps and 
other items. Prisoners are allowed to purchase 
up to 30 tokens; they cannot possess more than 


35 tokens at any one time. Several tens of thou- 
sands of tokens circulate within the prison. 

Anamosa tokens are known in ten varieties 
and two metals, as shown in the table at the left. 
Today’s pieces do not bear a denomination; the 
institution establishes their value as needed. For 
the past year or so, it has been 45 cents. This 
value corresponds to the price of a can of soda in 
the vending machines. 

According to prison business manager Harry 
Brown, inmates can purchase the following 
items with tokens: soft drinks, sandwiches, ice 
cream, fruit and pizza. Retired business man- 
ager Dick Kurtz mentioned that tokens have 
been forged in the past, but, per Brown, not re- 
cently. Brown also noted that tokens have been 
used for gambling, but the practice was not tol- 
erated when discovered. Both Brown and Kurtz 
were emphatic that the tokens were not minted 
within the prison, a process that obviously 
would present security concerns. 

Interestingly, Brown said that in August 2005, 
officials had begun to look at a debit-card 
system recently installed at a correctional facil- 
ity in Rockwell City, lowa. This could be the be- 
ginning of the end of prison-token use in Iowa 
and elsewhere. 

One final note for collectors: the Anamosa 
State Penitentiary Museum sells examples of its 
tokens at very reasonable prices. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.asphistory.com/museum. © 


Learn More... 

“Anamosa State Penitentiary.” www.rootsweb. 
com/~iajones/prison/prison.htm. 

“Anamosa State Penitentiary Prison History 
Website.” www.asphistory.com. 
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STORE ORDER 
INMATE’S CHECK AGAINST PERSONAL ACCOUNT 
At Sa 
Please expend as indicated, the sum of $ 
No. Level Coll House. 
Signature of Inmate Witness 
PRINT OR WRITE LEGIBLY 
For what reason; 
eee 
Relationship: ee: 
On visiting list: yes) no) | 
To: 
os 
Check No. 


A To withdraw funds from their personal accounts 
in the form of tokens, prisoners complete an 
“Inmate's Check.” 


The White Palace of the West 

The Anamosa State Penitentiary, formerly 
known as the Iowa Men’s Reformatory, was es- 
tablished in 1872 and still is going strong. As of 
August 2005, the medium/maximum security 
institution was “home” to 1,263 men and had a 
staff of more than 350. (This despite the fact 
that the Iowa Department of Corrections lists 
its inmate capacity at 913!) Its most notorious 
inmate was John Wayne Gacy, who served un- 
eventful time for sex offenses from 1968 to 1970, 
and later became an infamous serial killer. 

The penitentiary is, I must say, an imposing, 
yet curiously beautiful, structure. In 1992 the 
entire facility was placed on the National Regis- 
ter of Historical Places as the lowa Men’s 
Reformatory Historic District. It is constructed 
of white limestone from Stone City, Iowa, from 
which it acquired its nickname, the “White 
Palace of the West.” 


Pop and Show Tokens 

Prisoners are compensated for their labor—or 
lack thereof. Today, the pay rate varies from 
$0.21 to $7.50 per day. The lesser amount is for 
those having “non-work status,” the higher rate 
for the most skilled machine workers in “shop 
row.” On average, workers earn $2.30 per day. 

Each inmate's wages are credited to a personal 
account. Prisoners can augment their earnings 
by selling goods they produce within the prison 
walls; relatives also can send money to be 
deposited into their accounts, Any child-support 
payments or restitution to crime victims are de- 
ducted before a prisoner is allowed to spend the 
funds in his account. Inmates are required to save 
a minimum of 10 percent of their earnings, © 


<q The warden’s residence 
originally occupied the top 
three floors of the Adminis- 
tration Building. 


¥V The Anamosa State Peni- 
tentiary is an imposing, 
white limestone structure. 
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Anamosa State Penitentiary Tokens 


DENOMINATION COMPOSITION USE COMMENTS 
10 cents aluminum commissary 

15 cents brass commissary 

20 cents brass commissary 

25 cents brass commissary 

25 cents brass show 

30 cents brass commissary 

35 cents aluminum show 

50 cents aluminum 


www.money.org 
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